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2.  

In vie
identify which issues and challenges of AI are in need of particular attention. It will also discuss ways 
to address those challenges and build on what was learned through the AI debate to better prepare 
for the next wave of scientific and technological advances, and ensure that these are beneficial to 
society and their risks are addressed early. 

Three major EU projects, SIENNA, SHERPA and PANELFIT, representing 
research from the European Commission to develop governance structures sensitive to ethical and 
human rights concerns in relation to emerging technologies, are coming together to discuss their 
findings and provide the context for a discussion on the policy options for the ethical governance 
of disruptive technologies. 

Following the opening remarks of Susana Solís Pérez, MEP and STOA Panel member, Despoina 
Spanou, Head of Office of the European Commission Vice-President for Promoting our European 
Way of Life Margaritis Schinas, will deliver an introductory speech on the subject of the event. This 
will be followed by two panel discussions that will focus on the ethical, social and legal challenges 
of AI and on options that could help us identify and address current and future challenges of 
emerging technologies. 

The keynote lecture will be delivered by Yoshua Bengio, Professor at the Department of Computer 
Science and Operations Research at the Université de Montréal, co-chair of the working group on 
responsible AI of the Global Partnership on AI, and scientific director of the Montreal Institute for 
Learning Algorithms (MILA). Bengio received the 2018 ACM A. M. Turing Award, together with 
Geoffrey Hinton and Yann LeCun, for their work in deep learning. 

His keynote speech will be followed by a panel discussion on the ethical and human rights 
implications of emerging technologies beyond AI and a roundtable that will bring together 
international perspective on the ethical governance of AI and other disruptive technologies. The 
roundtable will be followed by a final keynote speech by Mariya Gabriel, European Commissioner 
for Innovation, Research, Culture, Education and Youth. Eva Kaili, MEP and STOA Chair, will offer the 
closing remarks of the event. 
 
 
 
Moderator: Vivienne Parry OBE, writer and broadcaster 
 
Vivienne Parry is a British writer, broadcaster and facilitator. A scientist 
by training, she hosts medical programmes for the BBC, writes widely on 
health, presents films and facilitates many high-level conferences 
including for the G7 and G20. 

She has a part-time role as Head of Engagement at Genomics England, 
which delivered the 100,000 Genomes Project. She sits on the board of 
UK Research & Innovation, which is responsible for the strategic spend of 

s previously Vice-Chair 
of Council of University College London. 

https://www.sienna-project.eu/
https://www.project-sherpa.eu/
https://www.panelfit.eu/h2020-sisters-projects/
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3.  

3.1. Susana SOLÍS PÉREZ, MEP and STOA Panel member 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Susana Solís is an Industrial Engineer from the University of Oviedo, and a Machine Engineer from 
the Fachhochschule of Osnabrück (Germany), and holds an MBA and a Master's Degree in Marketing 

Leadership from IESE (Madrid). 

With over 17 years of professional experience in several multinationals, she started her political 
career in May 2015, when she was elected as Deputy in the Parliament of Madrid. Since May 2019, 
she has been MEP in the European Parliament in the Renew Europe group and a member of the ITRE, 
ENVI, REGI and FEMM Committees and the Special Committee for Artificial Intelligence and Digital 
Agenda (AIDA). 

Key message 

we have to guarantee high standards of protection of fundamental rights and identify potential red 
lines or restrictions for AI development, deployment and use to ensure a positive social impact of 
these technologies. 
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4.  

4.1. Policy keynote: Bringing AI in our European way of life 

4.1.1. Despina Spanou, Head of Cabinet for European Commission Vice-
President Margaritis Schinas  

Despina Spanou is the Head of the Cabinet of the Vice-President of the 

security, migration and asylum, health, skills, education, culture and 
sports. 

Previously, she was Director for Digital Society, Trust and Cybersecurity 
at the Directorate-General for Communications Network, Content and 
Technology (DG CONNECT) of the European Commission. In this 
capacity, Ms Spanou w
cybersecurity policy and law, digital privacy, connected cities and 
mobility, digital health, eGovernment and electronic identification. As 
Director for Digital Society, Trust and Cybersecurity, she was also 
responsible for the implementation of the EU legislation on security of 
network and information systems (NIS Directive) and for the 
negotiations of the EU Cybersecurity Act. Ms Spanou has served as a member of the management 
board of ENISA, the EU agency for cybersecurity, and of the Steering Board of the Computer 
Emergency Response Team for the EU Institutions, bodies and agencies (CERT-EU). She is a founding 
member of the Women4Cyber initiative and advocate for the need for more cybersecurity experts 
in Europe. 

Despina Spanou has also been Director for Consumer Affairs at the Directorate-General for Justice 
and Consumers (2013-2017) in charge of consumer policy, consumer and marketing law, redress 
and enforcement, and product safety. Prior to this position, she was Principal Adviser in the 
Directorate-General for Health and Consumers responsible for communication and strategies on 
managing chronic diseases including the EU's contribution to the UN General Assembly on Health.  

She was the Deputy Head of Cabinet for the European Commissioner for Health and Consumers Mr 
Kyprianou (2004-2008) and for the Commissioner for Health Ms Vassiliou (2008-2010). Despina 
Spanou started her career at the European Commission at the Directorate General for Competition 
(in 2003). She had previously practiced European law with the Brussels branch of a US law firm.  

Despina Spanou is a member of the Athens Bar Association and holds a PhD in European law from 
the University of Cambridge. She is Greek/Cypriot. 
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4.2. Panel I: Ethical, social and legal challenges of AI - Open 
questions and outstanding challenges 

 

4.2.1. Iban Garcia del Blanco, MEP 

Young Ibán García del Blanco started a full-time career in politics serving 
from local to national administration. As a lawyer, he majored in cultural 
management. Before his election as a member of the European 
Parliament in May 2019, he was the Executive President of Acción 
Cultural Española (AC/E), an agency providing public support to the 
promotion of culture, both in Spain and overseas. 

Currently, at the European Parliament, he serves as Vice-Chairperson of 
the Legal Affairs Committee, where he was appointed rapporteur for a 
legislative initiative report on An ethical framework for artificial 
intelligence, robotics and related technologies. In his report, he 
proposes a complete regulation with mandatory requirements for an 
ethical artificial intelligence (AI) to be developed, deployed and used in 
the European Union. 

García del Blanco plays an instrumental role defining AI policies as S&D group coordinator of the 
new special committee for Artificial Intelligence in the Digital Age (AIDA), which has the mandate to 
submit an evaluation in the next year defining common EU objectives in the mid and long term and 
include the major steps needed to reach them. 

Also, García del Blanco is a member of the Petitions Committee, substitute member of the Culture 
and Education Committee, and he contributes to the works of the Delegation with the Andean 
countries and the Parliamentary Assembly Euro-Latin America, EUROLAT. 

Key message 

Europe wants and can pioneer the legal establishment of an ethical threshold that both protects 
European citizens from the possible adversities that technological evolution entails, and provides 
an added value of trust to European AI in the world. An ethical threshold consistent with our 
European principles and values, as reflected in the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European 
Union, congruent with our civilizing project, and inspired by a humanistic approach. A regulation 
applicable to both, AI developed in Europe or willing to operate in the Union, and with the aim of 
becoming a basic framework shared throughout the world on the mandatory requirements in the 
development and use of this technology. 

From the Parliament, we assert the need for public participation that safeguards objectives beyond 
the possible economic gains, so that the measurable aspects in terms of social profitability are also 
the subject of research and development: better public services, social responsibility, environmental 
sustainability, gender equality... The ultimate goal of AI should only be the improvement our 
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4.2.2. Sebastian Wieczorek, SAP 

Dr Sebastian Wieczorek is Vice President - Artificial Intelligence 
Technology at SAP. His team builds a platform which serves as 
central vehicle for customers to manage and for partners to 
extend AI content utilized across all of SAP offerings. In addition, 

steering board, which provides company-wide guidelines on 
how to apply AI in a human-centric way. 

the steering board of the EU-project SHERPA, which conducts research on ethical questions in 
regard to the use of AI, and serves as an academic expert and reviewer for the European Commission 
and the German Federal Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF). Until October 2020, Sebastian 
was a member of the Enquete Commission on AI of the German Bundestag. 

In previous positions at SAP, Sebastian coordinated all startup engagement activities of the SAP 
Innovation Center Network, including the scouting of companies for partnering and M&A, the 
mentoring of startups at accelerators like TechStars, Startupbootcamp, Seedcamp and SAP.io, as 
well as representing SAP at the German Startups Association. 

While at SAP Research, Sebastian managed EU-funded research projects and led the "Application 
Engineering Group". During this time, he was an organizer and member of various scientific program 
committees for peer-reviewed conferences and workshops, conducting lectures on Web 
Engineering at the Technical University of Darmstadt, and published numerous papers on software 
engineering. 

Dr. Sebastian Wieczorek is based at SAP SE in Berlin, Germany. 

 

4.2.3. Chiara Giovannini, ANEC 

Chiara Giovannini works for ANEC since 2002, first as 
Programme Manager and presently as Senior Manager, Policy 
& Innovation and Deputy Secretary General. Apart from 

on Accessibility and Digital Society and is responsible for 
horizontal and strategic policy issues. 

Prior to working for ANEC, Ms. Giovannini worked at Swiss 
Consumers Organisation. She holds a Master degree in 
European Law.   

Ms Giovannini represents ANEC at high-level events, committees and research Advisory Boards. For 
example, she was a member of the European Commission High Level Group on Artificial Intelligence 
and Ethics. 

ANEC is the European consumer voice in standardisation. ANEC defends the European consumer 
interest in the creation of technical standards and European laws and public policies making use of 
standards. 
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4.2.4. Aimee van Wynsberghe, University of Bonn 

Aimee van Wynsberghe has been working in ICT and robotics since 
2004. She began her career as part of a research team working with 
surgical robots in Canada at CSTAR (Canadian Surgical Technologies 
and Advance Robotics). She is the Alexander von Humboldt Professor 
for Applied Ethics of Artificial Intelligence at the University of Bonn in 
Germany. Aimee is co-founder and co-director of the Foundation for 
Responsible Robotics and on the board of the Institute for 
Accountability in a Digital Age. She is a 2018 L'Oreal Unesco 'For 
Women in Science' laureate. Aimee also serves as a member of the 
European Commission's High-Level Expert Group on AI and is a 
founding board member of the Netherlands AI Alliance. She is a 
founding editor for the international peer-reviewed journal AI & 
Ethics (Springer Nature) and a member of the World Economic 
Forum's Global Futures Council on Artificial Intelligence and Humanity. Aimee has been named one 
of the Netherlands top 400 influential women under 38 by VIVA and was named one of the 25 

Design, and Implementation and has been awarded an NWO personal research grant to study how 
we can responsibly design service robots. She has been interviewed by BBC, Quartz, Financial Times, 
and other International news media on the topic of ethics and robots, and is often invited to speak 
at International conferences and summits. 

 

4.2.5. Bernd Stahl, De Montfort University 

 
Bernd Carsten Stahl is Professor of Critical Research in Technology and 
Director of the Centre for Computing and Social Responsibility at De 
Montfort University, Leicester, UK (www.dmu.ac.uk/ccsr). His interests 
cover philosophical issues arising from the intersections of business, 
technology, and information. This includes ethical questions of current 
and emerging of ICTs, critical approaches to information systems and 
issues related to responsible research and innovation.  

He serves as Ethics Director of the EU Flagship Human Brain Project 
(www.humanbrainproject.eu), Coordinator of the EU project Shaping the 
ethical dimensions of information technologies  a European 
perspective  (SHERPA; www.project-sherpa.eu)  and is Co-PI (with Marina Jirotka, Oxford) and 
Director of the Observatory for Responsible Research and Innovation in ICT (www.orbit-rri.org).  
  

http://www.dmu.ac.uk/ccsr
http://www.humanbrainproject.eu/
http://www.project-sherpa.eu/
http://www.orbit-rri.org/
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4.3. Panel II: Mitigation options - What can be done to identify and 
address current and future challenges of emerging technologies 

 

4.3.1. Alexandra Geese, MEP and STOA Panel member 

Alexandra Geese is a Member of the European Parliament and serves 
as member of the Budget Committee, the Committee on Internal 
Market and Consumer Protection, and deputy member of the 
Committee for Regional Development. The Greens/EFA 
parliamentary group appointed her as shadow rapporteur for the 
Digital Services Act and as coordinator in the Special Committee on 
Artificial Intelligence (AIDA). Alexandra Geese is committed to fair 

 all her functions. 
 
 
 
 

4.3.2. Aurélie Pols, European Center for Privacy & Cybersecurity (ECPC) 

Aurélie Pols designs Data Privacy best practices: documenting data flows 
to limit Privacy backlashes, minimizing risk related to ever increasing data 
uses while solving for data quality. The most accurate label today would 

 

She spent the past 2 decades optimizing (digital) data-based decision-
making processes. This allowed her to co-found and successfully sell her 
first start-up in Belgium to UK agency Digitas LBi (Publicis). She is used to 
following the money to optimize data trails; now she follows the data to 
minimize increasing compliance and data protection risks while touching 

the new Infrastructure, Privacy is the new Green, Trust is the new 
 

She leads her own consultancy, Aurelie Pols and Associates based in Spain, with data protection 
projects all around the world, serves as DPO to New York based Customer Data Platform mParticle, 
joined the Panelfit Advisory Group in 2020 and has recently joined the group of Experts for the 
Observatory on the Online Platform Economy of the European Commission (E03607). 

serves as ethics expert for H2020 projects and served as Data Governance and Privacy Advocate for 
leading Data Management Platform (DMP) Krux Digital Inc., prior to its acquisition by Salesforce.  

She has been teaching Privacy and Ethics at IE Business School in Madrid for the past 6 years in their 
Big Data & Business Analytics Master and supports DPO training courses for Maastricht University, 
faculty of law where she also joined the European Centre on Privacy and Cybersecurity (ECPC) board.  

- Data Privacy Process standard initiative and 
served as a training advisor to the IAPP, the International Association of Privacy Professionals. 

-source initiative and a common framework 
for brands and technology providers to cooperate around the fair and transparent use of data, 
mainly in digital.   
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Protection Congress, CPDP  Computers, Privacy & Data Protection, eMetrics summits, and written 
several white papers on data protection and privacy engineering best practices. Her experience and 
network has allowed her to discuss growing data set-ups and requirements as well as their risk, 
compliance and ethical angles in Europe, the US and Asia. 

Key message 

A. Lack of standards to build effective interoperability 

The ink has been dry on the GDPR since 2016 and certainly digital data markets are slowly moving 
in the direction of the enumerated principles to support their growth strategies in more compliant 
and long term sustainable ways. The results of the legislation should not merely be measured in 
fines or enforcement actions but also more subtle changes such as shorter data retention periods, 
increased security measures and more lawful processing practices.  

One essential corner stone however remains missing considering balancing data subject rights with 
data opportunities: standards, certainly aligned to purposes for data processing operations.  

Just like money flows have been globally agreed upon to support international trade and 
accounting, an equitable balance can only be found if all agree about why the data is used and how 
such purposes are defined, protected and audited. Hence new institutions are required, beyond the 
supervisory and competition authorities, to support and structure interoperability. 

B. Lack of strategic vision to allow current investments by EU funds to flourish beyond the funding 
period 

Additionally, as the EU is turning into a major financial support to data driven endeavors, longer 
term strategic planning towards at least minimum viable products (MVPs) and financial 
independence remains a weak point. 

The funding is certainly welcome. It needs be increasingly facilitated to counter balance the global 
Venture Capitalist (VCs) structures. It needs to be supported by socially coherent and supportive key 
performance indicators (KPIs), both for the funds themselves as the initiatives backed by them. 
Beyond incubators, this could be an opportunity to define corporate social responsibility metrics on 
both levels. 

 

4.3.3. Vincent C. Müller, Technical University Eindhoven 

Vincent C. Müller is Professor for Philosophy of Technology at the Technical 
University of Eindhoven (TU/e) - as well as University Fellow at the 
University of Leeds , Turing Fellow at the Alan Turing Institute, London, 
President of the European Society for Cognitive Systems and Chair of the 
euRobotics topics group on 'ethical, legal and socio-economic issues'. He 
was Professor at Anatolia College/ACT (Thessaloniki) (1998-2019), Stanley 
J. Seeger Fellow at Princeton University (2005-6) and James Martin 
Research Fellow at the University of Oxford (2011-15). He studied 
philosophy with cognitive science, linguistics and history at the 
universities of Marburg, Hamburg, London and Oxford. 

Müller is known for his research on theory and ethics of disruptive 
technologies, particularly artificial intelligence (AI). He has published widely on the philosophy of AI 
and cognitive science, philosophy of computing, philosophy of language, applied ethics, etc. 
(citations >250/year). Müller edits the "Oxford handbook of the philosophy of artificial intelligence" 
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(OUP), wrote the Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy article on Ethics of AI and Robotics and has a 
book forthcoming with OUP on "Can Machines Think?". He presents invited papers around the world 
ca. once a month and he has organised ca. 25 conferences or workshops, among them a prominent 
conference series on the Philosophy and Theory of AI (PT-AI). Currently, Müller is principal 
investigator (PI) on the H2020 EU project "Inclusive Robotics for a Better Society" (INBOTS), Co-I and 

-I and on the 

of the 32 experts on the Global Partnership on AI (GPAI), he is a member of the OECD Network of 
Experts on AI and one of two 'Key Experts' (PI) in the "International Alliance for human-centric AI" 
(IA- -policy with other global actors. He has 
generated ca. 4  

Key message 

My question is what are the key challenges for the EU in establishing AI policy, and what are the 
challenges in building an international alliance for an AI policy? Are these challenges more of a 
technical and legal nature, are they pressures in the societal and political space, or pressures from 
economic interests? 

 

4.3.4. Matthias Spielkamp, AlgorithmWatch 

Matthias Spielkamp is co-founder and executive director of 
AlgorithmWatch. He testified before committees of the Council 
of Europe, the European Parliament, the German Bundestag and 
other institutions on AI and automation and is a member of the 
Global Partnership on Artificial Intelligence (GPAI). He is an editor 
of the Automating Society Reports 2019 and 2020 and holds 

Journalism from the University of Colorado in 
Boulder and in Philosophy from the Free University of Berlin. 

Key message 

Development and use of automated decision-making (ADM) / AI-
based systems in, by, and for the public sector has risen substantially in recent years. Such systems 
now affect almost all kinds of human activities, and, most notably, the distribution of services to 
millions of citizens  and access to their rights. (AlgorithmWatch Automating Society Reports 2019, 
2020) Contrary to often-stated claims that systems are not only used to increase efficiency, but also 
equality, justice and inclusion, many result in highly problematic treatment of some or all people 
affected by their outcomes. 

Given the potential of benevolent use of ADM / AI systems, this must be seen as a distressing state 
of affairs for all stakeholders. It not only shows that their potential has not been harnessed. On the 
contrary: ADM / AI systems have harmed people directly and lead to grave mistrust  not just 
mistrust of the in public administrations themselves, but also in companies co-developing or selling 
solutions to the public sector, and the intelligent technology sector itself. Everyone loses. 

At the heart of this quandry lies a severe failure of effective quate accountability requires that 
citizens should be able to determine for all public ADM / AI systems what their purposes are, 
whether these purposes are acceptable / how they were chosen, whether they are able to achieve 
these purposes, and what happens if they fail  including who is held responsible. To know about 
or have access to this information does not automatically lead to a satisfactory level of 
accountability, but there can be no accountability without transparency about these aspects. 
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4.4. Research keynote: : Incentives for Public Good AI Innovation 

4.4.1. Yoshua Bengio, University of Montreal 

Yoshua Bengio is recognized worldwide as one of the 
leading experts in artificial intelligence, known for his 
conceptual and engineering breakthroughs in artificial 
neural networks and deep learning. He is a Full 
Professor in the Department of Computer Science and 
Operations Research at Université de Montreal and the 
Founder and Scientific Director of Mila  Quebec 
Artificial Intelligence Institute, one of the largest 
academic institutes in deep learning and one of the 
three federally-funded centers of excellence in AI 
research and innovation in Canada. 

He began his studies in Montreal, where he obtained his Ph.D. in Computer Science from McGill 
University in 1991. After completing a postdoctoral fellowship at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) on statistical learning and sequential data, he completed a second postdoc at 
AT&T Bell Laboratories, in Holmdel, NJ, on learning and vision algorithms in 1993. That same year, 
he returned to Montreal and joined UdeM as a faculty member.  

In 2016, he became the Scientific Director of IVADO. He is Co-Director of the CIFAR Learning in 
Machines & Brains program that funded the initial breakthroughs in deep learning and since 2019, 
holds a Canada CIFAR AI Chair and is Co-  

In 2018, Bengio was the computer scientist with the highest number of new citations worldwide. 
Concerned about the social impact of AI, he actively took part in the conception of the Montreal 
Declaration for the Responsible Development of Artificial Intelligence. His goal is to contribute to 
uncovering the principles giving rise to intelligence through learning while favouring the 
development of AI for the benefit of all. 

Bengio was made an Officer of the Order of Canada and a Fellow of the Royal Society of Canada in 
2017 and in 2020, became a Fellow of the Royal Society of London. From 2000 to 2019, he benefited 
from the Canada Research Chair in Statistical Learning Algorithms. He is a member of the NeurIPS 
Foundation advisory board and Co-Founder of the ICLR conference. 

His scientific contributions have earned him numerous awards, including the 2019 Killam Prize for 
Natural Sciences, the 2017 Government of Québec Marie-Victorin Award, the 2018 Lifetime 

Medal of the 50th Anniversary of the Ministry of International Relations and Francophonie (2018), 
-Archambault Prize (2009) and in 

2017, he was named Radio-  

Hinton and Yann LeCun for their important contributions and advances in deep learning. 

Key message 

Starting from the question of how governments could stimulate efficient AI innovation which would 
be useful to society while not being taken care of by current markets alone, it is interesting to 
consider incentives which would promote long-term benefits for society, including open science, 
data sharing and the use of rewards based on later outcomes rather than just grants. 
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4.5. Panel III: Beyond AI - Ethics and human rights implications of 
emerging technologies 

 

4.5.1. Karen Melchior, MEP and STOA Panel member 

Karen Melchior is a Danish member of the European Parliament, 
representing The Danish Social Liberal Party Radikale Venstre. She is the 
Renew Europe coordinator for the Legal Affairs committee and is also a 
member of the Committee on Women's Rights and Gender Equality. 
Furthermore, Ms. Melchior is a substitute member of the Committee on the 
Internal Market and Consumer Protection and Special Committee on 
Artificial Intelligence in a Digital Age. As a MEP, Ms. Melchior is invested in 
the legal work concerning digital technology and Artificial Intelligence, 
especially consumer protection in the era of digitalization. 

Karen's main field of interest is in the crossroad between creating a EU that is ready for the digital 
future, a EU that gets the most out of the technological possibilities and a EU competitive on the 
global stage. At the same time, she believes that democratic values and fundamental rights are the 
core of our European society. Therefore we must create the right frameworks, so we can make sure 
that technology works for the people, rather than against them. 

 

4.5.2. Johnny Soraker, Google 

Dr. Johnny Soraker is an AI Ethicist at Google, working to ensure that 
AI products, models and features align with the AI Principles and best 
practices for responsible innovation. Prior to this, he was a Sr. Policy 
Specialist developing product policy and enforcement for products 
like Google Assistant, Autocomplete, and Image Search. Before 
joining Google in 2017, Soraker was Assistant Professor of Ethics of 
technology at the Department of Philosophy, University of Twente, 
where he published and lectured extensively in ethics of information 
technology, especially related to Virtual Reality, Artificial Intelligence, 
online communities, privacy, and social media. He did his PhD on the 
ethics, ontology and epistemology of virtual worlds, which built on a 
Cand. Philol. from the Norwegian University of Science and Technology focusing on the Philosophy 
and Ethics of Artificial Intelligence. In addition to being a philosopher and ethicist, he also draws on 
his background in psychology as well as a lifelong passion for computers since he started 
programming assembly at the age of 12. 
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4.5.3. Philip Brey, University of Twente 

Philip Brey is professor of philosophy and ethics of technology at 
the Department of Philosophy, University of Twente, the 
Netherlands. In his research, he investigates social, political and 
ethical issues in the development, use and regulation of 
technology in society. His focus is on new and emerging 
technologies, with special attention towards artificial intelligence 
and digital technologies. He was one of the first to study the 
ethical implications of many emerging technologies, including 
social media, virtual reality, care robots, smart surveillance 
systems, intelligent contexts and 3D printing. He has also 
(co)developed novel approaches for the ethical study of emerging technology ethics, including 
Anticipatory Technology Ethics, Ethics by Design, Ethical Impact Assessment, Disclosive Ethics and 
Structural Ethics. 

Brey is on the editorial board of eleven leading journals and book series in his field, and he is a former 
president of the International Society for Ethics and Information Technology (INSEIT) and of the 
Society for Philosophy and Technology (SPT).   He currently coordinates the EU H2020 SIENNA 
project on the ethical and human rights dimensions of emerging technologies, and the NWO-
funded 10-year research programme Ethics of Socially Disruptive Technologies.  He also participates 
in the EU H2020 SHERPA project on ethical and human rights aspects of big data and AI, and the EU 
H2020 PROTECT project, an Innovative Training Network on the ethical, legal and technical 
dimensions of big data innovation. 

 

4.5.4. Lorena Jaume-Palasí, The Ethical Tech Society 

Founder of The Ethical Tech Society. Her research focuses on 
the ethics of digitalization and automation and, in this context, 
on questions of legal philosophy. She was appointed 2017 by 
the Government of Spain in the Council of Eminent Persons on 
Artificial Intelligence and reappointed 2020 to the 

Intelligence. She is also member of the International Advisory 
Board of the European Parliament's Science and Technology 
Options Assessment (STOA) Panel and of the Public Advisory 

AlgorithmWatch 
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4.6. Round table: International perspectives 

4.6.1. Anthony Gooch, Director of Public Affairs & Communications, OECD 

Anthony Gooch was appointed Director of Public Affairs & 
Communications at the Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) in April 2008. 

In this capacity, he is responsible for developing and 
 & 

engagement strategies, engaging globally with all non-
governmental stakeholders on all areas of public policy. He 
co-
communication efforts to address OECD priorities. Most 
recently, this includes efforts to contribute to tackling the ongoing Covid-19 crisis. Longer-term 

Financial Crisis to establish fairer tax systems to close down tax havens and ensure multinational 
companies pay their fair share of tax in the context of the digital economy (BEPS). 

He pioneered the award-winning OECD Better Life Index, a ground-breaking initiative to put citizen 
at the heart of efforts to improve the well-being and quality of life. More recently he has taken the 

- -ordinating the OECD 
Campaign on the Future of Work addressing all relevant policy dimensions. 

Mr. Gooch is the Director of the OECD Forum. Now in its 20th year, it gathers leading policy makers 
and shapers across the globe to address the key issues on the international agenda. Building on its 
success, the Forum created an online community: the Forum Network.  

rliamentary Network, gathering over 1500 legislators from over 50 
countries including OECD and G20 members to address key public policy issues. The Network 
includes specific groups on International Tax Standards, Integrity and most recently on Artificial 
Intelligence. 

Prior to joining OECD, Mr. Gooch worked for the EU Commission for 13 years as an international 

Lamy. He also represented the EU in its Embassies in the US in Washington DC and UK in London. 

Politiques de Paris and an MA in Modern History from Cambridge University. 

 

4.6.2. Konstantinos Karachalios, Managing Director IEEE 

A globally recognized leader in standards development and intellectual 
property, Dr. Ing. Konstantinos Karachalios is managing director of the 
IEEE Standards Association and a member of the IEEE Management 
Council. 

As managing director, he has been enhancing IEEE efforts in global 
standards development in strategic emerging technology fields, through 
technical excellence of staff, expansion of global presence and activities 
and emphasis on inclusiveness and good governance, including reform 
of the IEEE standards-related patent policy. 
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As member of the IEEE Management Council, he championed expansion of IEEE influence in key 
techno-political areas, including consideration of social and ethical implications of technology, 
according to the IEEE mission to advance technology for humanity. Results have been rapid in 
coming and profound; IEEE is becoming the place to go for debating and building consensus on 
issues such as a trustworthy and inclusive Internet and ethics in design of autonomous systems. 

Before IEEE, Konstantinos played a crucial role in successful French-German cooperation in 
coordinated research and scenario simulation for large-scale nuclear reactor accidents. And with the 
European Patent Office, his experience included establishing 
department for delivering technical assistance for developing countries and the public policy 
department, serving as an envoy to multiple U.N. organizations. 

Konstantinos earned a Ph.D. in energy engineering (nuclear reactor safety) and masters in 
mechanical engineering from the University of Stuttgart. 

 

4.6.3. Jan Kleijssen, Director, Information Society and Action against Crime, 
Council of Europe 

against Crime, Directorate General Human Rights and Rule of Law, 
Jan Kleijssen, firmly believes in building a Europe without dividing 
lines, based on the shared values of Human Rights, Rule of Law and 
Democracy.  He brings with him 37 years of accumulated 
institutional knowledge in all main sectors of the Council of 
Europe:  Judicial, Parliamentary and Intergovernmental. Moreover, 
as Director of the Private Office, from 1999 until 2004, he was 
responsible for major reforms, political initiatives and crisis 
management.  

Appointed in 2018 by the Secretary General, he led the work on proposals for the future of the 
Council of Europe following the Elsinore Ministerial Session.  These served as a basis for decisions 
taken at the Ministerial Session in Helsinki in May 2019, celebrating the 70th Anniversary of the 
Council of Europe. 

His Directorate, with some 200 highly qualified and motivated staff, carries out standard-setting, 
monitoring and co-operation activities on a wide variety of issues, which include: Freedom of 
Expression, Data Protection, Artificial Intelligence, Internet Governance, Cybercrime, Terrorism, 
Criminal Law, Prison Management, Fighting Corruption and Money Laundering.  

Internet Governance coordinator since 2018. On his initiative, the Council of Europe gave a 
partnership status to a still growing number of major global and regional private companies and 
associations. The marketing software platform, Onalytica, included Jan among the 2019 Top 100 
influencers on the regulation of new technologies.  

(Ottawa) and performed military service as an officer in the Royal Netherlands Navy, Jan joined the 
Council of Europe in 1983 as a Lawyer with the European Commission of Human Rights. 
Subsequently he served for some 9 years as Secretary to the Political Affairs Committee of the 
Parliamentary Assembly, playing a major role in the accession procedure for new member states.  
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4.7. Final keynote speech 

4.7.1. Mariya Gabriel, European Commissioner for Innovation, Research, 
Culture, Education and Youth 

Mariya Gabriel is the European Commissioner for 
Innovation, Research, Culture, Education, Youth and 
Sport. Under her leadership, the new Horizon Europe, 
Erasmus+, and the cultural strand of Creative Europe 
programmes (2021-2027) will be defined and 
implemented. 

Her main priorities are excellence in research, innovation 
and education (ERA, EEA, EIA); tackling the R&I divide in 
Europe; Europe as a leader in strategic innovation areas 
through the digital and green transition, with a particular 

 

Between 2017 and 2019, Mariya Gabriel was European Commissioner for Digital Economy and 
Society. She proposed the new Digital Europe programme, worked on EU Strategy on AI, 
disinformation online, cybersecurity and launched the EuroHPC strategy. She has extensively 
engaged with external EU partners to enhance digital cooperation, in particular with the Western 
Balkans and Africa. 

She was elected as Member of the European Parliament (MEP) in 2009, 2014 and 2019. Mariya 
Gabriel is First Vice-President of the European People's Party (EPP), and, since 2012, Vice-President 
of EPP Women. 

Commissioner Gabriel is a board member of the United Nations youth programme Generation 
Unlimited (GenU). She has been ranked among the 50 most influential women in Europe in the field 
of cybersecurity by the leading European cybersecurity magazine SC Media UK (2019). 

Mariya Gabriel is also known for her involvement in the fight for gender equality. Among others, she 
men. At the 

European Parliament, she was awarded twice "MEP of the year" - in 2016 for the Development 
category, and in 2013 for the Gender Equality category. 

In November 2020, Commissioner Gabriel received the Annual Award of the Vienna Economic 
Forum "Partner of the Year 2020" for contribution to the economic development, rewarding Ms 

European Research Area and the new Digital Education Action Plan. 

She holds a Master's degree in political sciences and international relations from the Institute of 

High School (Kyustendil, BG).  
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5.  

5.1. Eva KAILI, MEP and STOA Chair 

 Eva Kaili is a Member of the European Parliament, part of the 
Hellenic S&D Delegation since 2014. She is the Chair of the 
Future of Science and Technology Panel in the European 
Parliament (STOA) and the Centre for Artificial Intelligence 
(C4AI), Member of the Committees on Industry, Research and 
Energy (ITRE), Economic and Monetary Affairs (ECON), Budgets 
(BUDG), and the Special Committee on Artificial Intelligence in 
a Digital Age (AIDA). 

Eva is a member of the delegation to the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly (DACP), the delegation for relations 
with the Arab Peninsula (DARP), and the delegation for 
relations with the NATO Parliamentary Assembly (DNAT). 

In her capacity, she has been working intensively on promoting 
innovation as a driving force of the establishment of the European Digital Single Market. She has 
been the draftsperson of multiple pieces of legislation in the fields of blockchain technology, online 
platforms, big data, fintech, AI and cybersecurity, as well as the ITRE draftsperson on Juncker plan 
EFSI2 and more recently the InvestEU program. 

She has also been the Chair of the Delegation to the NATO PA in the European Parliament, focusing 
on Defence and Security of Europe. Prior to that, she has been elected as a Member of the Hellenic 
Parliament 2007-2012, with the PanHellenic Socialist Movement (PASOK). She also worked as a 
journalist and newscaster prior to her political career. She holds a Bachelor degree in Architecture 
and Civil Engineering, and Postgraduate degree in European Politics. 
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6.  

6.1. Mission 

The Panel for the Future of Science and Technology (STOA) forms an integral part of the structure of 
the European Parliament. Launched in 1987, STOA is tasked with identifying and independently 
assessing the impact of new and emerging science and technologies. 

The goal of its work is to assist, with independent information, the Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) in developing options for long-term, strategic policy-making. 

The STOA Panel 

The STOA Panel consists of 27 MEPs nominated from eleven permanent parliamentary committees: 
AGRI (Agriculture & Rural Development), CULT (Culture & Education), EMPL (Employment & Social 
Affairs), ENVI (Environment, Public Health & Food Safety), IMCO (Internal Market & Consumer 
Protection), INTA (International Trade ), ITRE (Industry, Research & Energy), JURI (Legal Affairs), LIBE 
(Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs), REGI (Regional Development) and TRAN (Transport & 
Tourism). 

Ewa KOPACZ is the European Parliament Vice-President responsible for STOA for the first half of the 
9th parliamentary term. The STOA Chair for the first half of the 9th parliamentary term is Eva KAILI with 
Christian EHLER and Ivars IJABS elected as 1st and 2nd Vice-Chairs respectively. 

The STOA approach 

STOA fulfils its mission primarily by carrying out science-based projects. Whilst undertaking these 
projects, STOA assesses the widest possible range of options to support evidence-based policy 
decisions. A typical project investigates the impacts of both existing and emerging technology 
options and presents these in the form of studies and options briefs. These are publicly available for 
download via the STOA website: www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/. 

Some of STOA's projects explore the long-term impacts of future techno-scientific trends, with the 
aim to support MEPs in anticipating the consequences of developments in science. Alongside its 
production of 'hard information', STOA communicates its findings to the European Parliament by 
organising public events throughout the year. STOA also runs the MEP-Scientist Pairing Scheme 
aimed at promoting mutual understanding and facilitating the establishment of lasting links 
between the scientific and policy-making communities. 

Focus areas 

STOA activities and products are varied and are designed to cover as wide a range of scientific and 
technological topics as possible, such as artificial intelligence, blockchain, 5G, genetic engineering, 
antibiotics resistance, internet addiction, face recognition, pollution, sustainable agriculture, COVID-
19 and health in general. 

These activities are clustered within three main thematic areas: Artificial intelligence & other 
disruptive technologies, The new Green Deal, and Quality of life. In addition
four cross-cutting policy areas: Science, technology and innovation; Societal and ethical challenges; 
Economic challenges; and Legal challenges. 

  

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/stoa/
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ESMH  

The European Science-Media Hub (ESMH), operating under the political responsibility of the STOA 
Panel, is a platform to promote networking, training and knowledge sharing between the European 
Parliament, the scientific community and the media. The ESMH creates a network among policy-
makers, scientists and media involving science, academia, educational and research entities, and 
professional associations of journalists and scientists. 

For journalists and media representatives, the ESMH organises training sessions and workshops on 
current technological developments, both as subjects of their reporting and as means of facilitating 
their work. Via media monitoring and media intelligence tools, the ESMH follows the most popular 
topics in the field of science and technology on different platforms including journals, newspapers 
and social media. 

The ESMH makes information available to journalists, other media and citizens about new scientific 
developments, as well as about scientific topics that attract media attention, and promotes 
information based on evidence. 

  

https://sciencemediahub.eu/about-us/
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6.2. STOA Panel members 

 

 Panel Member Committee  Panel Member Committee 

 

 

Ewa KOPACZ 

(EPP, PL) 

EP Vice-President 

STOA Bureau 

member 

 

 

 

Herbert DORFMANN 

(EPP, IT) 

 

AGRI 

 

 

Eva KAILI  

(S&D, EL) 

STOA Chair 

STOA Bureau 

member 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Lina GALVEZ 

MUÑOZ (S&D, ES) 

 

EMPL 

 

 

 

Christian EHLER 

(EPP, DE) 

1st STOA Vice-

Chair - STOA 

Bureau member 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Alexandra GEESE 

(Greens/EFA, DE) 

 

IMCO 

 

 

Ivars IJABS  

(Renew Europe, LV) 

2nd STOA Vice-

Chair - STOA 

Bureau member 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Alexis 

GEORGOULIS 

(GUE/NGL, EL) 

 

CULT 

 

 

Anna-Michelle 

ASIMAKOPOULOU 

(EPP, EL) 

 

INTA 

 

 

 

Maria GRAPINI 

(S&D, RO) 

 

TRAN 

 

 

Rosa D’AMATO 

(NI, IT) 

 

REGI 

 

 

Ivo HRISTOV  

(S&D, BG) 

 

AGRI 

 

 

 

Francesca DONATO 

(ID, IT) 

 

AGRI 

 

 

Marina KALJURAND 

(S&D, ET) 

 

LIBE 
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 Panel Member Committee  Panel Member Committee 

 

 

Othmar KARAS 

(EPP, AT) 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Hermann TERTSCH 

(ECR, ES) 

 

ENVI 

 

 

Maria Manuel 

LEITÃO MARQUES 

(S&D, PT) 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara THALER 

(EPP, AT) 

 

TRAN 

 

 

Karen MELCHIOR 

(Renew Europe, DK) 

 

IMCO 

 

 

 

Patrizia TOIA  

(S&D, IT) 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Caroline 

NAGTEGAAL  

(Renew Europe, NL) 

 

TRAN 

 

 

Yana TOOM  

(Renew Europe, ET) 

 

EMPL 

 

 

Dennis RADTKE 

(EPP, DE)   

 

EMPL 

 

 

Viola VON 

CRAMON-

TAUBADEL  

(Greens/EFA, DE) 

 

ITRE 

 

 

Michèle RIVASI 

(Greens/EFA, FR) 

 

 

ENVI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tiemo WÖLKEN 

(S&D, DE) 

 

JURI 

  

Susana SOLÍS 

PÉREZ  

(Renew Europe, ES) 

 

 

ENVI 

 

AGRI: Agriculture and Rural Development 

CULT:    Culture and Education 

EMPL: Employment and Social Affairs 

ENVI: Environment, Public Health and Food Safety 

IMCO: Internal Market and Consumer Protection 

INTA:      International Trade 

ITRE: Industry, Research and Energy 

JURI:  Legal Affairs 

LIBE:  Civil Liberties, Justice and Home Affairs 

REGI:      Regional Development  

TRAN:    Transport and Tourism 
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6.3. STOA administration 

Directorate-General for Parliamentary Research Services (DG EPRS) 

European Parliament 

Rue Wiertz 60 

B-1047 Brussels 

E-mail: stoa@europarl.europa.eu 

 

Director-General 

Anthony TEASDALE 

 

Director 

Wolfgang HILLER 

 

Head of Unit - Scientific Foresight Unit (STOA) 

Theo KARAPIPERIS 

 

STOA Secretariat 

Zsolt G. PATAKI, Head of Service 

Mihalis KRITIKOS 

Gianluca QUAGLIO 

 

Scientific Foresight Service 

Lieve VAN WOENSEL, Head of Service 

Philip BOUCHER 

 

 

European Science-Media Hub (ESMH) 

Svetla TANOVA, Coordinator 

Vitalba CRIVELLO 

Eszter FAY 

Carolien Martina NIJENHUIS 

Emilia BANDEIRA MORAIS 

 

Seconded National Expert 

Andrés GARCÍA HIGUERA 

 

Assistants 

Rachel MANIRAMBONA 

Marie-Noëlle MPOLESHA MISENGA 

Edita RAMASAUSKAITE 

 

Trainees 

Virginia MAHIEU 

Carl PIERER 

mailto:stoa@europarl.europa.eu
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